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merican Psycho is a book
that takes the qu
i ik

e, areal,

Patrick Bateman 2.0

An update for psychopaths in which we ask:
what would the American Psycho protagonist
look like today?

By Joseph Bullmore lllustrations by Jon Berkeley

notbe condemningit,andit mayor
maynot be saying something much
i . But

2" and runswithit for
ret Easton Elliswon't

increasingly beginning to suspect
that Bret Easton Ellis doesn’t re

ally like anything). It huffs up all
the decade’s power restaurants,
Rolodexes and videotapes, all
its money, certainty, vanity and
cocaine, and pumps them into a
horrible, handsome, pin-striped
little shell named Patrick Bateman,
until he swellsat the absand sweats
like baby. And Patrick may

ten —you're just here for the scene
with the business cardsand all that
lovely Oliver Peoples eyewear,
W't you, so let’s not get bogged

How little we now listen to Huey
Lewi
Just think. A

d the News.

Patrick Bateman look like today?
‘Whatwould he love and who would
"

as president! An unregulated fi-
aning rampant!

nfatuation with brand
namesand thelives of celebrities! A

down area
somebits with ratsand prostitutes
and chainsaws, but again, don’t
worry about it, honestly, it fine.
16s now exactly 20 years since
the film adaptation was released,
(and T know you haven't read the
novel, so this is the anniversary
thatactually matters, isn't it), while
k year. With

or may not like to mutilate and
murdera lttle between the sauna
andthe ceviche, and he may ormay
not be real, and he may or may not
be imagining everything, and the
book may or may not be endors-
ingthis lifestyle, and it may ormay

Afeverish fixation on new resta
rants! An unscalable mountain of
urban cocaine! Who could live like
that? These people! These mon-
sters! Those vile bodies!

The more things change,
the more they stay
Sometimes life imitates art, and
sometimes art imitates life. But

yre prob-
ably not Oliver Peoples — sorry),
we can now look back on its
of Reaganomics and power suits
witha knowing, post-post modern
shake of the head. How far we've
come. How much we've learned
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stimi
d that's
reallypleasing especially foragen-
tly exhausted lifestyle journalist

hekill? And

should you care?

01
CAREER
Bateman wasborn in Longlsland,

New York, in October 1962 to
wealthy parents, Hisfatheris prob-

withan andyes,
fine, alright, sure, an abundance
of Gueei loafers. So. What would

atorium. Hewent to Phillips Exeter
Academy in New Hampshire, —
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