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AN EPIC LEGEND. AN ANGIENT EV'L. R HERO UP PAST HIS BEDTIME.
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‘One of the most brilliantly inventiv THE
1¢ C 1€ Mo ] an 4 wen e
wrilers of this, or any counlry’ T:UoTLljidANNSD

‘A sloryleller of genius...a man who may vel
prove lo be lhe greales| Brilish wriler
of his age’

‘An author of exlraordinary ambilion and skill’ &? DAVID MITCH ELL

DAVID Author of Cloud Alas
Y - ‘Te possesses an amazingly copious and MITCHELL ) =

‘\.‘3\ ecleclic imaginalion’

‘Open up his head and a whole symphony of
inventiveness and ideas will [ly oul’

‘Dizzyingly. dazzlingly good’

ISBN 978-0-340-92156-2
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Man Booker and Orange Prize shortlisted
- author of Half Blood Blues
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IINGTON BLACK BOOK COVER
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‘A quirky, raucous, and
bewitching family saga. I absolutely loved this book.’
Sara Gruen, author of Water for Elephants

OOK OF SPECULATION
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“Tchaikovsky is at peak fecundity - every page oozes
with invention, and we are never far from the next
spectacle. An ensemble disaster of war and pain and
the broken, in between the grime and blood there
is boundless humour and a wonderful depth of
character and connection. A triumph.’
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ADRIAN TCHAIKOVSKY was born in

Lincolnshire before heading off to Reading to

study psychology and zoology. He subsequently
ended up in law and has worked as 2 legal

executive in both Reading and Leeds, where he

now lives. Married, he is a keen live role-player

and occasional amateur actor and has trained in

stage-fighting. He's the author of Children of
Time, the winner of the 30th Anniversary
Arthur C. Clarke Award, and the Sunday
Times bestseller Shards of Earth.
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‘Dense, dark, ingenious, ironic, complex,
often funny, and always smart.
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Head of Zeus

‘www headofzeus com

Illustration: Joo Wison
Author photograph by Tom Pepperdine
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Astheir legions scour the world of superstition
with the bright flame of reason, so they delivera
‘mountain of ragged, holed and scorched flesh to the
field hospital tents just behind the front line.

Which is where Yasnic, one-time priest, healerand
rebel, finds himself. Reprieved from the gallows
and sent to war clutching a box of orphan Gods,

he has been sequestered to a particularly
unorthodox medical unit.

Led by ‘the Butcher’, an ogre of a man who's adab.
‘hand with a bone-saw and an alchemical tincture,
the unit's motley crew of conscripts, healers and
‘orderlies are no strangers to the horrors of war.,
‘Theirs is an unspeakable trade: elbow-deep in
gore, they have a first-hand view of the suffering
caused by flesh-rending monsters, arcane magical
weaponry and embittered enemy soldiers.

Entrusted - for now - with saving lives deemed
otherwise unsaveable, the field hospital's crew face
aprecarious existence. Their work with unapproved
magic, necromancy, demonology and Yasnic’s
thoroughly illcit Gods could lead to e unit being
disbanded, arrested or worse.
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